Fomrhi Comm: 1908





Ute Henning
The clarinet is older than you think: reply to Comm 1902
In response to Daniel Spicka’s short Comm, with a nice picture of a clarinet-playing cherub on an organ in Bohemia, carved in 1688, supposedly some time before the invention of the clarinet, I note that according to Curt Sachs’ Real-Lexicon der Musikinstrumente the clarinet is descended from the much more ancient chalumeau. It was exactly around the time of our carved cherub – Sachs says c.1690 – that Johann Christopher Denner of Nuremburg added two new keys to the old chalumeau, giving rise to something more like the clarinet as we know it.
Careful examination of the cherub might reveal whether he was a real musical trend setter, or perhaps playing a version of this instrument that had been around for some time.
